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conditions. Some regard noticeably clumped cells as indicat-
ing pus, stating that upon proper incubation all such dumpings
may be found to be accompanied by chain-forming streptococci.
Others regard all polymorphonuclear neutrophilic cells as pus.
Most, however, at the present time fail to recognise any method
of clearly distinguishing pus from tissue cells.

'A general consensus of opinion has been reached that a high
cell count should not alone condemn milk, although it is a matter
for suspicion. The cell count varies with the same cow upon
different days and it ^ may be increased by simply manipulating
the udders. ... A high cell count accompanied by streptococci
apparently always indicates udder troubles. In many cases these
have been followed up to the dairy, and where this has been done
it is almost always possible to find the source in some cow suffering
from some trouble in its udder/

The report of the Committee indicates that all cases of high
cell count accompanied by streptococci should be regarded with
suspicion. Many observers, however, do not go so far, and are
disposed to require an investigation of the variety of the strain
of streptococcus present. The question of the pathogenicity of
strains of streptococci is considered in Chap. XV.
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